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H.B. No._278

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

directing the State Department of Health to
develop and carry out a program to provide
psychological and audiological tests to deaf
or hard-of-hearing persons in certain areas
of the state; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. The State Department of Health shall establish
and develop a state program for the testing of deaf and hard-of-
hearing persons for hearing defects. The purpose of this program
is to provide audiological and psychological testing services to
the deaf and hard-of-hearing in areas where these services are not
otherwise available. .

Sec, 2. The State Department of Health may contract with
physiclans to provide psychological and audiological tests to deaf
or hard-of-hearing persons and subject to legislative appropriation
of funds may pay a reasonable fee for the services.

Sec., 3. (a) In the program the agency shall include:

(1) criteria and standards consistent with the purposes of
this Act for determining the degree of hearing loss which makes a
person eligible for testing under this Act; and

(2) criteria and standards for determining physicians’
gualifications for administering tests under this Act.

(b} The testing service shall be made available only in
areas where the service would not otherwise be available. '
™ —~ Sec. -#5. The importance of thils legislation and the crowded
condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and
an imperative public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requir-
ing bills to be read on three several days in each house be sus-
pended, and this Rule is hereby suspended.
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BILL ANALYSIS

Background 1nformation§

Psychological and audiological testing is not currently
available to most hard of hearing persons due to the geographlcal
distances between State testing facilitles.

What the Bill proposes to do:

To establish testing of deaf and hard of hearing persons
in areas not served by existing State facilitles by extendling
the service through contracts with private physicians.

Secﬁion by section analysls:

Section 1. The Health Department shall establish a pro=
gram for testing deaf people for hearing defects.
" This Bill makes such testing available 1m areas where
no testing facility 1s operated by the 3tate.

Section 2. The Health Department may contract with physicims
o perform these tests,

Section 3. (a) The program shall include;
S (1) standards for determining the degree
of hearing loss, .
(2) standards for determining the physician’s
qualifications to administer these tests.
(b) This testing service shall be available under
this Act only where it is not currently available,.

~ Section 4. Declares an emergency.
Summary of Cummitteé Hearing. 5o

Mr. Finck, Chairman of the sub-committee, moved that H.B. 478
be reported back to the House with the recomnendation that it do
pass, as amended, and be printed. The motion prevailed by unanimous
voice vote. ' :
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(For favorable reports on bills where committce amendments other than “commitice substitutes” are recom-
mended; and for resolutions where committee amendments, including complete substitutes, are recommended. )

- COMMITTEE REPORTY

Date af/‘f/ Z/f//:.

'"HON. BEN BARNES

Speaker of the House of Representatives, ‘
Sir: ' ' |
We, your Committee on ﬂj/z/f- /a’é"/((é reeiee e, to whom was
referred . #ﬁ .. .. No. 6(.79 LA , have had the same under consideration

and beg to report back with rcco_mme,ndétion that it do pass, as amended, and-be.

Chairman.

(In the case of simple and concurrent resolutions the words “and be printed” should be stricken out since resolutions are
printed in the Journal when they are fir 1 introduced.

The word “not” should be inserted before “printed” only in case of a local bill reported favorably with améndmc:nls and’
ordered not printed, which is customary for local bills.)
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

—AN_ACT
directing the State Department of Health to develop and carry out

a program to provide psychological and audiological tests to deaf
or hard-of-hearing persons in certain areas of the state; and

declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. The State Department of Health shall establish
and develop a state program for the testing of deaf and hard-of-
hearing persons for hearing defects. The purpose of this program
is to provide audiological and psychological testing services to
the deaf and hard-of-hearing in areas where these services are not

otherwlse savallable.

Sec. 2, The State Department of Health may contract with
physicians to provide psychological and audiological tests to deaf
or hard-of-hearing persons and subject to legislative appropriation

of funds may pay a reasonable fee for the services,

Sec. 3. (a) In the program the agency shall include:

(1) eriteria and standards consistent with the purposes of
this Act for determining the degree of hearing loss which makes a

person eligible for testing under this Aet; and

(2) ceriteria and standards for determining physiclans'

qualifications for administering tests under this Act.

(b) The testing service shall be made available only in

areas where the service would not otherwise be avallable.




H.B., No. 478

Sec, 4. The State Department of Health shall establish and
collect fees to cover the costs of these services: provided, how-

ever, that such services shall not be denled to any resldent of the

State of Texas because of inability to pay such fee.
Sec. 5. The importance of this legislation and the crowemd
condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and
an imperative public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requir-
ing bills to be read on three several days 1n each house be sus-~

pended, and this Rule is hereby suspended.




Austin, Texas

May 23, 1967

Honorable Preston Smith
President of the Senate

Sir:

We, your Committee on Public Health to which was referred
H.B. No. 478, have had the same under consideration, and
I am instructed to report it back to the Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass and be printed.

@W

Chalrman
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AN ACT
directing the State Department of Health to develop and carry out
a program to provide paychologlcal and audioclogical tests to dealf
or hard-of-hearing peraons in certain areas of the state; and
declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. 'The State Department of Health shall establish
and develop a state program for the testing of deaf and hard-of-
hearing persons for hearing defects. The purpose of thls program
is to provide audiological and psychological testing services to
the deaf and hard-of-hearing in areas where these services are not
otherwise available.

Sec. 2. The State Department of Health may contract with
physicians to provide psychological and audiological tests to deafl
or hard-of-hearing persons and subjcct to lemislative appropriation
of funds may pay & reasonable fee for the services,

Sec. 3. (a) In the program the agency shall incluac:

(1) ecriteria and standards conaistent with the purposes of
this Aect for determining the degree of hearins loss which maxkes &
person eligible for testing under this Act. and

(2) eriteria and standards for determining physicians'
qualifications for administering tests under this Act.

(b) The testing service shall be made available only in

areas where the service would not otherwise be avallable.
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H.B. No. 478

Sec. 4. The State Department of Health shall establish and
collect fees to cover the costs of these services: provided, how-
ever, that such services shall not be deniled to any resident of the
State of Texas because of inability to pay such fee,

Sec. 5. The importance of this legislation and the crowded
condition of the calendars in both houses create an emergency and
an imperative public necessity that the Constitutional Rule requir-
ing bills to be read on three several days in each house be sus-

pended, and this Rule is hepreby suspended.

Lieutenant Governor Speaker of the House
President of the Senate

I hereby certify that H.B. No. 478 was passed by the Housze

on April 18, 1967, by a non-record vote.

Chiefl Clerk of the House



H.B. No. 478
I nereby certify that h.B. no. U478 was passed by the Senate
on May 25, 1967, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED: 4€//<f///77
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By: _Floyd of Harris, Smith H.B. No. 478

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
—AN _ACT .

directing the State Department of Health to develop and carry out
a program to provide psychological and audiological tests to deaf
or hard-of-hearing persons in certain areas of the state; and

declaring an emergency.

2-13-67 Pllegd.
2-314-67 Read first time and referred to Committee on Public Health.__
4§~ 5-67 Reported favorably as amended, sent to printer.
4. 5-67 Printed, distributed and referred to Committee on Rules

at 4:30 p.m. .
4-18-67 Read second time, amended and ordered engrossed by a

non-record vote.
4-18-67 Constitutional Rule requiring bills to be read on three

several days suspended by a four-fifths vote: Yeas 135,

Nays 10.
4.18-67 Read third time and passed by a non-record vote.

Dorothy Hallman™'
Chief Clerk, H, of R,
4-18-67 Sent to Engrossing Clerk.
4-18-67 Engrossed.
PR 19 1967 a e .
APR 19 RETURNED FROM ENGROSSING CLERK  SENT 1O THE SENATE
_APR 19 1967
IN THE SENATE
Received from the House
Y 25 1967
MAY 4 1967 WA i
Read first time Senate Rule 32

and referred to Comginee i
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MAY 25 1967

READ SECOND TIME ———

AND PASSED TO THIRD KBADING.

Comnﬂnﬁmuﬂl&ﬁe(Sm:&LA:LIﬂ)
guspended by a vote of 3 /__yeas,
__{D neys, to plece billon third

reading and final passage.

e el

MAY 25 1967

READ THIRD TIME AND PASSED
BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:
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Becretary of the Sanste =

MAY 2 5 1967
SENT TO HOUSE
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